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Enforcement Update:
United States Wins Dispute Over China’'s
Discrimination Against U.S. Financial Service
Companies

August 31 - On August 31, 2012, United States Trade
Representative Ron Kirk announced that the United States
prevailed in the dispute regarding China's discrimination
against U.S. and other non-Chinese suppliers of electronic
payment services. On August 31, the World Trade
Organization adopted the Panel Report findings in favor of
the United States. According to Ambassador Kirk, the
WTO's decision is a "message to the Government of
China...that those practices must end.” The Industry
estimates that removal of China's restrictions could
potentially lead to the creation of 6,000 jobs.

The Panel's final report, which China did not appeal, was
originally circulated on July 16, 2012 and adopted by the
WTO on August 31. According to WTO rules, within 30
days China must formally state whether it intends to
comply with the findings in the Panel Report.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=6lcilzcab&et=1105795103680&s=6617&e=001Jly2WznRTatckhFBtBU04V-YFHHx4mwEvq6r4h2A-8n6BeIcJ3B4ZpDo7DZLdkza0dfK7mWoW6E6VsXHWPKcbVna4CF_c-5MQgxtlFT3Vcg=&id=preview
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001iVoxHelcOsmxmR6Q3tTphKaOMrgQfFUq0Jiq6EY0Xvswil4ani-WY0oI5kT_ziZMJOPQGIEy9bQ5trSd-A1cMb7QP6lwXGm4BRW1Jlig3-I=

United States Challenges Argentina's Widespread
Use of Trade Restrictions

August 21 - On August 21, 2012, United States Trade
Representative Ron Kirk announced that the U.S.
Government requested consultations with the Government
of Argentina regarding trade restrictive measures applied
to all goods imported into Argentina that appear to be
inconsistent with World Trade Organization (WTO) rules.
These measures include the broad use of non-transparent
import licensing requirements, such as ones obliging
importers to agree to export as much as they import.

Since 2008, Argentina has greatly expanded the list of
products subject to non-automatic import licensing
requirements, affecting products such as laptops, autos and
auto parts, toys, luggage, and others. In February 2012,
Argentina adopted an additional licensing requirement
that applies to all imports of goods into the country. As a
result of these licensing requirements, companies seeking
authorization to import to Argentina must agree to
unfavorable concessions, such as making investments in
Argentina, making exports of equal value, and lowering
prices of imported goods. Such measures violate Article
XI:1 of GATT 1994, which generally prohibits restrictions
on imports of goods, including those made effective
through import licenses. The United States, Japan, and the
European Union have all requested consultations with
Argentina on the matter. If the issue is not resolved
through consultations within 60 days, the establishment of
a WTO dispute settlement panel can be requested.
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