April 6, 2010

The Honorable Ron Kirk
U.S. Trade Representative
600 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Kirk:

The undersigned businesses and associations applaud your efforts to negotiate
the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) and urge you to continue to work
diligently toward concluding a robust agreement by the close of 2010.

Intellectual property (IP) rights have helped the United States become the
wortld leader in innovation by encouraging businesses of all sizes to take risks and
enabling them to attract investment to develop exciting new products and services.
Not only has this innovation improved citizens' lives, but the IP-intensive industries
have become the backbone of the 21* century American economy, employing nearly
18 million workers, accounting for more than $5 trillion of the gross domestic
product, and comprising more than 40 percent of all exports.

However, these innovative and creative sectors are under attack by
sophisticated criminal networks around the world that profit from counterfeiting and
piracy, at the expense of the American economy. This illicit activity threatens the
sustainability of businesses of all sizes, but particularly small and medium sized
businesses, which often operate on tight margins and lack the resources to effectively
defend their IP rights on their own.

If the administration is to achieve its goal of spurring economic recovery
through doubling exports over the next five years it is imperative to more effectively
combat counterfeiting and piracy. We believe that successtfully concluding an
ambitious and comprehensive ACTA would be a significant step in the right direction.
Specifically, we believe the agreement should:

- Recognize the contributions of small businesses to the global economy and the
importance of IP rights to businesses of all sizes.

- Build upon existing international rules to produce measurable improvements in
the prevailing legal and enforcement frameworks for the protection of IP
rights;



- Complement IP provisions of recent free trade agreements, especially those
with Korea and Oman;

- Include robust provisions to confront IP theft in both physical and online
environments; and

- Include an effective and credible mechanism to monitor and provide incentives
to encourage parties’ compliance with the agreement.

We thank you for your efforts on this important endeavor and firmly believe
that concluding the ACTA will protect U.S. jobs, American consumers, and will
stimulate the U.S. economy.

Sincerely,
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