
JOINT STATEMENT ON ELECTRONIC COMMERCE 

Ministers representing the following Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO): 

Albania; Argentina; Australia; Bahrain; Brazil; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; 

Colombia; Costa Rica; El Salvador; European Union; Georgia; Honduras; Hong Kong, 

China; Iceland; Israel; Japan; Kazakhstan, Korea, Republic of; Kuwait, the State of; Lao 

PDR; Liechtenstein; Mexico; Moldova, Republic of; Malaysia; Mongolia; Montenegro; 

Myanmar; New Zealand; Nicaragua; Nigeria; Norway; Panama; Paraguay; Peru; Qatar; 

Russian Federation; Singapore; Switzerland; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Turkey; Ukraine; United Arab Emirates; United States; 

and Uruguay, welcome the progress made toward WTO negotiations on electronic 

commerce since the Eleventh WTO Ministerial Conference at Buenos Aires.  

We confirm our intention to commence WTO negotiations on trade-related aspects of 
electronic commerce. 

We will seek to achieve a high standard outcome that builds on existing WTO 
agreements and frameworks with the participation of as many WTO Members as 
possible. 

We recognise and will take into account the unique opportunities and challenges faced 
by Members, including developing countries and LDCs, as well as by micro, small and 
medium sized enterprises, in relation to electronic commerce. 

We continue to encourage all WTO Members to participate in order to further enhance 
the benefits of electronic commerce for businesses, consumers and the global economy. 

__________ 


