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Presentation Summary 
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Overview of the U.S. GSP Program 

Ukraine's GSP exports to the U.S. 

How to increase Ukraine’s use of 
duty-free opportunities
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GSP Program
 Enhanced access to U.S. market

 Expanded choices for U.S. industries & 
consumers

 Provides duty-free treatment for about 3,500 
products from Ukraine and 121 other countries

 $17.4 billion in total U.S. GSP 
imports (2014)  

 GSP program authorized 
through December 2017



GSP Eligibility Criteria for 
Countries

 Intellectual 
Property Right 
provisions: the 
extent to which a 
country is 
providing adequate 
and effective 
protection of 
intellectual 
property rights.

 Labor provisions: 
whether a country 
has taken or is 
taking steps to 
afford to workers 
in that country 
internationally 
recognized worker 
rights.
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 GSP was renewed retroactively to July 31, 2013

 CBP will reimburse U.S. importers for tariffs paid on 
eligible products during the gap period (July 31, 2013 to 
July 29, 2015). 

 CBP Federal Register Notice issued on 28/7/15. 

 For more information: http://www.cbp.gov/trade/priority-
issues/trade-agreements/special-trade-
legislation/generalized-system-preferences

Refunds of Duties Paid



GSP Program: 
Eligible Products

Ineligible

 Most textiles & apparel
 Watches
 Footwear
 Some gloves & leather 

goods
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Eligible
 Many manufactured 

items & inputs 
 Jewelry
 Many agricultural 

products
 Chemicals
 Minerals
 Marble
 Carpets 
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How many products are eligible for 
GSP duty-free treatment?

Dutiable imports, 
1,868, 17%

GSP‐eligible 
imports (LDCs),  
1,472, 14%

GSP‐eligible 
imports (all),  
3,509, 33%

MFN duty‐free 
products,  3,868, 

36%
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U.S. and Ukraine:
2014 Trade 

• U.S. imports from Ukraine: $903 million

• GSP imports: $26 million (3% of total 
imports)

• Overall GSP utilization rate: 27%
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Top GSP imports from 
Ukraine in 2014

HTSUS & Product description
MFN 
tariff

Total GSP 
Value

(1,000 USD)
3206.11.00
Pigments & preparations based on titanium dioxide containing 80% 
or more by weight off titanium dioxide calculated on the dry weight 

6% 9,619

8112.92.10
Gallium, unwrought; gallium powders  3% 2,172

1806.90.90
Chocolate and preps w/cocoa, nesoi, not put up for retail sale 

6%
1,895

4418.90.46
Builders' joinery and carpentry of wood, nesoi  3.2% 1,456

1704.90.35
Sugar confections or sweetmeats ready for consumption, not 
containing cocoa, other than candied nuts or cough drops 

5.6% 1,376
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How to Qualify for Duty-Free 
Treatment under GSP

Must be a GSP-eligible product 

Must be a product or growth of Ukraine

If using non-Ukrainian inputs, local content & processing must be ≥ 
35% of the value

Must import directly into the U.S. w/o entering commerce of another 
country 

Benefit must be claimed by importer 

Keep production/accounting records to assist importer to verify GSP claim  



Is my product eligible for duty-
free treatment under GSP? 
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• http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scripts/tariff_current.asp

The easiest way to find out is to go to:

• https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-
development/preference-programs/generalized-
system-preferences-gsp/gsp-program-i-0

List of GSP-eligible products at:
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1. Type the 
name of 

your product

Pigments 

2. Click the 
“List items” 

button

Go to: http://dataweb.usitc.gov/scripts/tariff_current.asp

Look-Up Tool
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2. Click the 
“Detail” button

1. Choose 
your product 
from the list
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√

Check if code 
“A” is listed for 

your product
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More detail can 
be found by 

clicking on the 
links here. 

For example, 
click on 

“imports by 
source 

country”
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How to Increase Duty-Free Imports 
into the U.S. 

Consider products with a GSP 
advantage

Identify GSP-eligible products that 
Ukraine is exporting to other markets

Ensure that GSP treatment is 
claimed 

Use GSP as a marketing tool



GSP-Eligible Imports: 
Underutilized in 2012
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HTSUS & Product description
MFN 
Tariff 
(AVE)

Total 
Imports

GSP 
Utilization 

Rate
9506.11.40: Skis, snow-skis (o/than cross-country) 2.6% $5.2 m 0%

8536.50.90: Switches nesoi, for switching or making 
connections to or in electrical circuits, for a voltage not 
exceeding 1,000 V

2.7% $3.7 m 0.3%

8544.30.00: Insulated ignition wiring sets and other wiring 
sets of a kind used in vehicles, aircraft or ships 5% $2.1 m 0%

6116.10.08: Other gloves, mittens and mitts, the foregoing 
specially designed for sports use, incl. ski and snowmobile 
gloves, mittens and mitts

2.8% $1.3 m 0%

8518.29.80: Loudspeakers nesoi, not mounted in their 
enclosures, nesoi

4.9% $1.0 m 0%

8903.92.00: Vessels, motorboats (o/than outboard), for 
pleasure or sports

1.5% $900,000 0%

8108.90.60: Titanium, wrought nesoi 15% $1.6 m 50%
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GSP-Eligible Imports: 
Underutilized in 2014

HTSUS & Product description
MFN 
Tariff 
(AVE)

Total 
Imports

GSP 
Utilization 

Rate
8536.50.90:  Switches nesoi, for switching or making 
connections to or in electrical circuits, for a voltage not 
exceeding 1,000 V

2.7% $ 6.5m 0%

9506.11.40: Skis, snow-skis (o/than cross-country) 2.6% $ 3.5m 0%

3206.11.00:  Pigments & preparations based on titanium 
dioxide containing 80 percent or more by weight off titanium 
dioxide calculated on the dry weight

6% $ 12.1m 80%

8518.29.80: Loudspeakers nesoi, not mounted in their 
enclosures, nesoi 4.9% $ 2.2m 0%

6116.10.08:  Other gloves, mittens and mitts, the foregoing 
specially designed for sports use, incl. ski and snowmobile 
gloves, mittens and mitts

2.8% $ 2.2m 0%

8544.30.00: Insulated ignition wiring sets and other wiring 
sets of a kind used in vehicles, aircraft or ships 5% $ 2.2m 0%

9005.80.40: Optical telescopes, including monoculars 8% $2.6m 24%
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Identifying & Developing 
Potential U.S. Buyers

 Depends on size, sector, experience

 Understanding the US market

 What kind of relationship: agent, 
distributor, partner, joint venture

 Best leads: your own network!

 Trade shows
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8/15-10/15 Petition Process
to Add New Products
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Product must not be excluded by 
statute (e.g., apparel)

Submit petition during Annual Review 
(next review begins in August 2015)

Provide the information required by the 
regulations 
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For Further Information 

• https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-
development/preference-
programs/generalized-system-preference-gsp

• https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-
development/preference-
programs/generalized-system-preference-gsp

GSP General Information:

• http://www.cbp.gov
• http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/legal/
• http://www.cbp.gov
• http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/legal/

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP):  
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For Further Information 

• http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts
• See esp. General Note 4.
• http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts
• See esp. General Note 4.

U.S. Tariff Schedule: 

• http://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/tariff_databases.htm• http://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/tariff_databases.htm

U.S. Tariff Databases:
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For Further Information

• http://www.cpsc.gov/businfo/faq.html• http://www.cpsc.gov/businfo/faq.html

U.S Consumer Product Safety 
Commission: 

•http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/FDABasicsforIndustry/default.htm•http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/FDABasicsforIndustry/default.htm

U.S. Food and Drug Administration:

• U.S. Embassy/Consulate Contact: Larry Pixa, 
PixaLD@state.gov

• USTR contact: gsp@ustr.eop.gov or + 1-202-395-6971

• U.S. Embassy/Consulate Contact: Larry Pixa, 
PixaLD@state.gov

• USTR contact: gsp@ustr.eop.gov or + 1-202-395-6971

Questions on GSP?  
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