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Drug production and trafficking provide the bulk of the Jalisco Cartel’s criminal wealth, but like any 
other organized crime group, they are involved in many other illegal profit-making schemes. The 
Jalisco Cartel directs the theft of fuel from pipelines; extorts agave and avocado farmers, migrants, 
and prison officials; and taxes migrant smugglers. The cartel’s close family and marital ties to Los 
Cuinis, a criminal organization whose members have been deeply entrenched in money laundering 
schemes for over a decade, give them a money laundering advantage over other drug trafficking 
organizations, and they are active in the construction of resorts, timeshares, and other properties in 
high-tourism areas for fraudulent and money laundering purposes.
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The Jalisco Cartel manufactures and traffics drugs with relative impunity in some parts of Mexico 
by bribing and intimidating government, military, and law enforcement officials at all levels. Since 
its formation over 10 years ago, the Jalisco Cartel has directed some high-profile attacks against 
the Mexican military and police, including the downing of an army helicopter that killed six soldiers, 
and the attempted assassination of the Mexico City police chief, and even conducted an attack 
against the Guatemalan president’s convoy when it was touring the Guatemala-Mexico border 
region. The Jalisco Cartel is also implicated in the bribery of judges.
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The Jalisco Cartel is active in over 40 countries in South America, Asia, Europe, and Africa. They 
have become competitive in these profitable markets very quickly, given their rival Sinaloa Cartel’s 
more than 30-year head start as a drug trafficking organization. The Jalisco Cartel established 
distribution hubs in Spain in early 2023, as part of their ongoing plan to expand into European drug 
markets. Their rapid expansion is evidence of the Jalisco Cartel’s growing criminal influence 
across the globe, and the profits garnered from these lucrative markets provide the financial fuel
for even further expansion.
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Thousands of Sinaloa and Jalisco cartel-linked drug dealers in the United States bring illicit 
fentanyl, methamphetamine, and other drugs into American communities every day. A web of 
illicit drug wholesalers, only one step removed from the cartels in Mexico, operate in major cities 
throughout the United States, like Los Angeles, Phoenix, Houston, Chicago, Atlanta, Miami, and 
others. Smaller branches of the cartels spread the drugs further, often using social media 
platforms and messaging applications to advertise their deadly products and recruit couriers and 
dealers. They supply networks of local independent drug trafficking groups, street crews, and 
gangs whose main aim is to get the illegal drugs into the hands of users – selling on the streets, 
over apps and social media, and in schools. Some gang members and independent traffickers 
are so prolific they have established direct contact with the Sinaloa and Jalisco cartel-connected 
wholesalers and risen from street-level dealers to regional-level suppliers.

Just like their Mexico-based criminal counterparts, neighborhood-based crews, local dealers, and
gang members endanger U.S. communities by selling fentanyl, methamphetamine, cocaine, 
heroin, and other drugs, and committing shootings, murders, carjackings, assaults, and robberies.

DEA’s Operation Last Mile tracked distribution networks across the United States connected to the 
Sinaloa and Jalisco cartels. The operation confirmed that the Sinaloa and Jalisco cartels use violent
street gangs and local criminal groups and individuals to flood U.S. communities with fentanyl and
methamphetamine, driving addiction and violence, and killing Americans. It also revealed that the
cartels, their members, and their affiliated drug trafficking organizations in the United States use
social media platforms – like Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and Snapchat – and encrypted
messaging applications, such as WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal, Wire, and Wickr, to coordinate
logistics and communicate with victims.
Operation Last Mile comprised 1,436 investigations in collaboration with federal, state, and local 
law enforcement partners, and resulted in 3,337 arrests. DEA and its partners seized nearly 44 
million fentanyl pills; over 6,500 pounds of fentanyl powder; more than 91,000 pounds of 
methamphetamine; 8,497 firearms; and in excess of $100 million. Together, the fentanyl pills and 
powder equate to almost 193 million deadly doses of fentanyl removed from U.S. communities, 
preventing countless potential drug poisoning deaths. Among these cases were hundreds that 
involved the use of social media and encrypted communications platforms.
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Source: DEA
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Social media extends the reach of the Sinaloa and Jalisco cartels directly into drug users’ phones, 
with potentially fatal consequences. Drug trafficking groups use social media to advertise and 
conduct illicit drug sales. Dealers and buyers often use emojis, numeric codes, or coded language 
to communicate drug availability and drug interest. Social media allows dealers to post photos and 
prices of the drugs available for purchase, share sales locations via map location pins, deliver drugs 
to customers through rideshare applications, and communicate with their criminal partners and 
customers through open or encrypted messaging apps. Social media pushes much of the drug 
dealing off the streets, shielding the dealers from law enforcement attention. Street crews and gang 
members also recruit new members using social media platforms. These platforms and apps are 
also used to boast about travel, money, cars, weapons, and clothes; and to intimidate rival criminal 
groups by brandishing weapons, bragging about crimes committed, or threatening acts of violence.
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Figure 5: Drug Seizures by DEA, 2021-2023* (in kilograms)

DEA TOP DRUG SEIZURES, 2021-2023*

Note: The total kilogram weight for fentanyl and methamphetamine includes the weight of pills 
containing those substances but is not representative of the percentage of each substance 
contained in the pills.

Source: DEA
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*2023 data is preliminary and subject to change



Note: Deaths involving more than one substance are reflected in the totals for all substances cited 
in the decedent’s toxicology report.
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Figure 6: Top 5 Drugs Responsible for U.S. Fatalities

CDC 2021-2023 TOP 5 DRUG CAUSES OF DEATH
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*provisional data  |  ⦿CDC continues to receive 2023 data

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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