
Agriculture Domestic Support (2016)
OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR initiated a WTO challenge to China’s excessive 
agriculture government support. USTR estimates that support 
for producers of rice, wheat, and corn alone exceeded China’s 
WTO commitments by nearly $100 billion in 2015.

Export Restraints on Raw Materials III (2016)
OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR initiated a WTO challenge to China’s export duties and 
quotas on nine different raw materials – materials that are key 
inputs to high-value Made-in-America products including U.S. 
steel, automotive, aerospace, electronics, chemicals, and more.

Broiler Products Anti-Dumping and 
Countervailing Duties Compliance (2016)
OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR initiated a WTO challenge to China’s failure to end its 
antidumping and countervailing duties on U.S. chicken broiler 
products following U.S. win in original WTO dispute.

 Tax Exemptions for Certain Domestic Aircraft 
(2015)
OUTCOME: Resolved Favorably
USTR initiated a WTO challenge to China’s hidden measures 
exempting certain aircraft produced in China from a 17 percent 
value-added tax while imposing those taxes on imported 
aircraft. China has ended this discriminatory and non-
transparent practice.

23 U.S. Trade Enforcement Challenges at the WTO
The U.S. Has Won or Favorably Resolved All of the Challenges that 

Have Been Determined Thus Far
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Demonstration Base and Common Service 
Platform Export Subsidies (2015)
OUTCOME: Resolved Favorably
Following a USTR challenge at the WTO, and without panel 
proceedings, China ended measures that established a 
program of prohibited export subsidies across many sectors 
including textiles, advanced materials and specialty chemicals. 
These measures provided an unfair advantage to businesses 
located in China, distorting competition between Chinese and 
American-made products.

High-Tech Steel Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duties Compliance (2014)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of U.S. compliance challenge to China’s 
decision to maintain duties following U.S. victory in original 
WTO dispute.  Following the U.S. compliance challenge, China 
terminated the duties. This case is the first-ever compliance 
proceeding brought against China in the WTO.

Export Bases for Automobile & Automobile 
Parts (2012)
OUTCOME: Resolved Favorably
Following a USTR challenge at the WTO, and without panel 
proceedings, China ended its export subsidies program to auto 
and auto parts enterprises in China.

Autos Antidumping and Countervailing Duties 
(2012)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor the U.S on China’s impermissible 
antidumping and countervailing duties on U.S. exports of cars 
and SUVs. China terminated the duties on over $5 billion in 
annual U.S. exports.

Export Restraints on Raw Materials II (“Rare 
Earths”) (2012)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. on China’s impermissible export 
restraints on rare earths, tungsten and molybdenum.  China 
terminated the challenged export duties and export quotas.

Broiler Products Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duties (2011)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. on China’s impermissible 
antidumping and countervailing duties on
U.S. poultry product exports.

Wind Power Equipment Prohibited Subsidies 
(2010)
OUTCOME: Resolved Favorably
Following a USTR challenge at the WTO, and without panel 
proceedings, China terminated its discriminatory domestic-
content subsidies in the wind power equipment sector. 

High-Tech Steel Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duties (2010)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. in a dispute challenging China’s 
impermissible antidumping and countervailing duties on U.S. 
exports of high-tech steel.  Following a compliance challenge, 
China terminated the duties. 

Electronic Payment Services (2010)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. in a dispute challenging China’s 
impermissible rules discriminating against U.S. suppliers of 
electronic payment services, such as credit and debit card 
companies.

Export Restraints on Raw Materials (2009)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. in a dispute challenging China’s 
impermissible export restraints on nine key raw materials 
affecting steel, aluminum and chemical sectors. China 
terminated the challenged export duties and export quotas.



9  O T H E R  C H A L L E N G E S  A G A I N S T  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S

( I N C L U D I N G  C O M P L I A N C E  W I T H  W T O  R U L I N G S )

Indonesia – Import Licensing III (2014)
OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR is engaged in a WTO challenge to Indonesia’s wide-
ranging import restrictions on fruits and vegetables (such as 
apples, grapes, and potatoes), animal products (such as beef 
and poultry), and other agricultural products.

India – Solar Local Content II (2014)
OUTCOME: Win
USTR won a victory at the WTO on Indian measures that 
discriminated against U.S. solar energy equipment — a win 
that will benefit deployment of solar energy across the world 
and protect clean energy jobs in the U.S.

Indonesia – Import Licensing II (2013)
Continued in Import Licensing III

OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR initiated a second WTO challenge to revisions Indonesia 
made to its wide ranging import restrictions on horticultural 
products, poultry, beef, and other animal products.

India – Solar Local Content (2013)
Combined with Solar Local Content II

OUTCOME: Win
USTR won a victory at the WTO on Indian measures that 
discriminated against U.S. solar energy equipment.

Indonesia – Import Licensing I (2013)
Continued in Import Licensing II/III

OUTCOME: Ongoing
USTR initiated a WTO challenge to Indonesia’s wide ranging 
import restrictions on horticultural products, poultry, beef, and 
other animal products.

Argentina – Import Licensing (2012)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. in a dispute challenging 
Argentina’s widespread restrictions on the importation of U.S. 
goods.

India – Poultry (2012)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO found in favor of the U.S. in a dispute challenging India’s 
non-science-based ban on various U.S. agricultural products 
— such as poultry meat, eggs, and live pigs — allegedly to 
protect against avian influenza.

European Union – Large Civil Aircraft 
(“Airbus”) compliance (2011)
OUTCOME: Win
In the original dispute, the WTO found that EU subsidies to 
Airbus caused adverse effects to U.S. interests. USTR then 
challenged the EU’s failure to comply with its obligations to 
withdraw the subsidies or remove their adverse effects. A 
compliance panel report sided with the United States, finding 
tens of billions of dollars in adverse effects.

Philippines – Taxes on Distilled Spirits (2010)
OUTCOME: Win
WTO upheld U.S. claims that Philippine excise taxes on 
imports of distilled spirits were significantly higher than for 
domestic distilled spirits, which discriminated against U.S. 
exporters.  Following the challenge, the Philippines removed 
the discrimination.


